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 I always enjoy hearing from MAC 
members about their car stories, and 
everyone has their own. For me, the year was 
1958. My dad took my older brother and me 
to the annual new car show in Clearwater, 
FL, where we lived at the time. We followed 
our dad around the show floor while he 
inspected the latest sedans, especially the 
Buicks. My dad was a Buick man.

 But two other cars really caught my 
eye. One was a Mercedes 300SL convertible 
– a very different and striking car. The other 
one was a memorable white ’58 Corvette 
with the distinctive ‘ridges’ across the hood. 
I spent time inspecting that Corvette and 
decided that it was a really cool car.

 My first Corvette drive occurred while 
I was in high school, after persuading a local 
Chevy salesman I knew (the Scoutmaster of 
my Boy Scout troop) to let me test drive a 
used ’60 Corvette. He reluctantly agreed to 
my scheme, and off we went, top down, on 
what was really an exciting ride to my home 
before turning the keys back to the salesman. 
I was hooked. As promising as I thought that 
first drive might be, it would be years before 
I owned my first Corvette.

 Ten years ago I found and purchased a 
very solid and mostly original ’66 coupe, with 
a MAC history. The seller gave me excellent 
advice when he suggested that I join NCRS. 
So I did, along with the Mid-Atlantic Chapter 
(MAC), and found it offered everything I 
could want to help me maintain, preserve, 
restore, and share fun driving experiences 
with fellow members. As it happened, MAC 
was the host chapter for the 2013 NCRS 
National Convention in Hampton VA. I figured 
what better way to learn about NCRS than 
to just dive in and volunteer to help. It was 
an outstanding experience. Much of what I 
have learned has come from so many MAC 
members who freely share information and 
valuable advice. To my surprise, and with 
my gratitude, some will literally drop what 
they are doing to help a fellow member.

 I have volunteered at many MAC 
events, and for the last three years served as 
Vice Chair. My primary responsibilities were 
helping organize the Flight Judging (and 
serving as a judge) and technical events, 
Road Tours and chapter annual meetings. 
In addition, I have authored articles and 
provided photographs for the Signal Seeker. 
As Chairman I plan to continue the legacy 
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of planning and conducting a variety of 
popular events – Flight judging, judging 
schools, technical talks, and driving events. 
There is something for every member. Please 
check out the 2022 Calendar of Events in 
this newsletter and on the MAC website, 
and enter these dates on your calendar. Plan 
to attend one or more (or all) the events in 
2022. Just dive in as I did, and the rewards 
will be forthcoming.
Jim Moxley
Chairman for 2022
NCRS # 55313

 “Meet Your New MAC Board”
A message from the Vice 

Chairman Gil Dickens 
 
 Hi folks and welcome to a new year of MAC 
activities. We have a great slate of events with three 
judging events, two promised road tours in the 
works and we’re planning to celebrate MAC’s 40th 
anniversary as well. More on that to come. As Vice 
Chair, I hope to generate some interesting road 
events and orchestrate our  judging events as well. 
I’m a Road Warrior foremost at heart but in recent 
experience I’ve enjoyed getting more involved 
in judging too. By way of background I’ve Top 
Flighted 3 cars through NCRS, a 67 400hp Marina 
Blue Convertible, a 68 Small Block, fully optioned 
Convertible, and my greatest challenge was working 

10 years to restore. It took only three PV tries (lol) 
so I feel truly fortunate. I can’t say enough about 

judges at many different regionals and chapters, 
and of course the members who were also there for 
support and advice. It’s great fun displaying the cars, 
meeting the dedicated judging teams and learning 
so much when they go to work. We’re all indebted to 
these folks who devote their free time, energy and 
expertise to make this a true learning experience. 
But my wife knows, and I’ve always said that the real 
fun at the events for me is putting a chair next to 
my cleaning kit articles and “shooting the breeze” w 
the folks stopping by. There’s no better way getting 
to know our members than at our events. As with 
other years we’ve lost renewals with some families 
in the MAC group this past year, but we also gained 
members, many of whom I met at K.C. and Sue 
Strawmyre’s Christmas event. And if you haven’t 
attended their Christmas party, there is no end to 
the great food and good stories. I’m very pleased to 
help as a board member this year and support Jim, 
our chairman, and our members. I share an early 
personal experience like Jim’s. My Dad was a fleet 
sales manager for Earl Hayes Chevrolet in Dallas in 
1961-62, and when he hit his sales quota he would 
ask Mr. Hays if he could take one of his personal 
Corvettes for a spin. One day after school, I was eight 
years old, he pulled up in a fuel-injected green/black 

through a Duntov Award w my 1968 L‑88 that took

mentors,  Chuck  Berge,  Roy  Sinor  and  the  great
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’62 Convertible. We proceeded to the gravel drive behind our Church, and he punched it to 80 miles per 
hour. I was hooked immediately and have loved Corvettes ever since. My first purchase was a 68 Yellow 
327/350 Convertible from an Air Force Captain, I was a Buck Sergeant, 19 years old in 1972 at Sheppard Air 
Force Base in Wichita Falls Texas. The Captain used the car, top down, to carry hay to his horses on a rural 
farm he rented. The car was only 4 years old and I paid $1950. Depreciation is tough, right? My payments 
were $77 a month which was most of my pay. I’m sure everyone has story about their first encounter with 
America’s true sportscar. I look forward to a great year and sharing more stories and events. Most of all let’s 
have fun!

                    

 
years and have made some great friends and 
found a wealth of knowledge about our favorite 

and listening to the owner’s stories about their 
prize positions. Some of my non-MAC friends ask 
me, why do you drive all over the place to judge 
corvettes? My reply is if you had the chance to 
look up the skirt of a 100K corvette why not!!    
 My background includes over 30 years 
in metal and composite fabrication for product 
development with large corporations as well as 
my own shop. I have managed proto-type shops, 
machining, welding, laying up fiberglass, and 
painting. With this knowledge I have acquired 
a tremendous number of problem-solving skills 
in many facets directly applicable to Corvette 
manufacture that have served me well, 
 I started working on cars with my dad, 

pickup. I paid $550.00 for it and it was a great 
mosquito killer since it smoked so bad! That 

youngster I had lots of fun hauling my mowing 
equipment around making money. Once I had 
enough cash with a small loan from my dad, I 
acquired a 72 Chevelle SS, 4 speed. Another 
engine rebuild, then off to college. Once 
through school, drag racing was in the cards. 
Unfortunately, once you start its never fast 
enough and I proceeded to tear apart the motor 
and make it faster at least 4 more times over the 
years. I have always done the work myself and 
can never thank all the people in my drag racing 
career enough for their expertise along the way. 
My wife encouraged me to give up drag racing 
cars due to the expense.
 I laid low for a while and then I 

 “Meet Your New MAC Board”
Judging Chairman Scott Juergens

 Tadge presenting my Duntov Award 20112011 National at Novi Detroit MI with 3 Corvette 
Chief  Engineers, Dave Hill, Dave McClellan and 
Tadge Juechter

I  have  been  a  MAC  member  for  almost  6   notably  hopping‑up  a  ‘52,  5‑star  extra  Ford

car.  It’s enjoyable judging so many beautiful cars  led to the first father/son engine rebuild. As a
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started building and racing Harley Davidson 
motorcycles. This was cheaper than cars and 
what an adrenalin ride and a great distraction 
from cars. In the recent past, I was given the 
opportunity to become the next caretaker of my 
parents first car, a 64 Daytona Blue 4 speed 300 
hp coupe. I spent a ton of time “waking it up” 
from a 20 plus year coma to get it ready for flight 
judging. It has a lot of original and refinished 
parts. It was judged at Jack Evens Chevrolet 
where it Top Flighted. My dad has always had 
neat cars over the years and we made the air 
pump more efficient (motor) -- the louder the 
better! My dad has been a member since the late 
70’s. As a kid, I always heard about the NCRS 
club and it is now a great forum to participate 
together.  
 I appreciate the opportunity to tackle 
the judging chairman position and I appreciate 
everyone’s help going forward. I want to carry on 
the integrity and consistency the MAC chapter 
brings to the NCRS. I personally want to thank 
Patricia Kropac for her help in acquainting me 

with the administrative side of the event and 
approval process. All I can say is I am excited 
to start this year and look forward to the first 
judging event at Zip. I cannot wait for us to start 
our engines!!!!       
 

  

The Mid Atlantic 40th Anniversary Celebration at 
ZIP Products, Inc.

 The Mid-Atlantic Chapter was formed 40 years ago, in 1982. In recognition of that milestone, 
a recognition event is planned on April 2, 2022, following flight judging and lunch at the Zip 
Products Judging Event. On behalf of ZIP products, David Walker has committed to host the event 
and they always do a great job! We will also have a chance to see the expanded Zip facility and learn 
more about the acquisition of the Long Island Corvette Supply parts inventory and manufacturing 
tools. A few details have yet to be worked out, but the program will include video and PowerPoint 
presentations of major milestones along the way. Don LaRue, the first very MAC chairman, will 
be among some members who will share stories of memorable chapter events. The program will 
also feature video and PowerPoint presentations of notable events over the past 40 years. We will 
conclude with a special cake to made for the occasion. Since ZIP is our most participated event in 
the year we are most pleased that David and ZIP committed to host this event. ZIP’s well-known 
barbeque cooking and outstanding facilities (now with Long Island’s famous inventory of Corvette 
Parts) promises to be a fantastic event! Please plan on attending no matter how far away you are – 
it will be well worth the drive!
Jim Moxley
Chairman
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter Schedule of Events 2022

February 24-26 Florida Regional            Lakeland, Fl
April 2   Tech Session/Judging School         Mechanicsville, VA   ZIP Corvette
    MAC 40th Aniversary Celebration 
April 7-10  Louisiana Chapter Regional          Kenner, LA
April 28-30  Indiana Regional           Auburn, IN
May 7   Tech Session/Judging School                 Front Royal, VA   Lindsay Chevrolet 
May 19-21  Carolinas 2022 Regional          Greenville, SC 
May 19-21  Antique Auto Club of America            Virginia Beach, VA   Grand National 
June  11  MAC Road Tour-             Potential Natl Museum Army or Drive In
June 19  Father’s Day             Chantilly, VA    Sully Antique Car Show 
June 19  Fathers Day Classic Car Show             Colonial Beach, VA
July 9   Willing Warriors “Vettes for Vets”       Haymarket VA
July 24-28  National Convention            Mobile, AL
August 18-21  Northwest Regional           Redmond, OR
August  26-28  IMSA Michelin GT Challenge               Virginia International Raceway  Danville, VA
August 25-27 Corvettes at Carlisle          Carlisle, PA
September 24 Tech Session/Judging School         Harrisburg, PA   Turner Chevrolet 
October 1  MAC Fall Road Tour           Potential Gunston Hall
October 15  Rockville Ant. and Classic Car Show        Corvette Row  Rockville, MD    
October 27-29 Texas Regional           Frisco, TX
November 5  MAC Annual  membership meeting    TBD
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A Few (Potentially) Helpful 
Tech Tips
By Ed Szeliga

I recently “restored” the hood release handle, mounting 
bracket and cable for my 1964 Corvette.  There wasn’t 
much to it, some cleaning, paint prep, a few light coats 
of SEM Trim Black spray paint and then filling the 
“Hood Release” lettering on the handle.  In my search 
to learn how others filled the letters I learned about 
a product that I had not heard of before.  It worked 
so well I decided to give it some visibility by writing a 
short (not so technical) tech article about it. 
This product was mentioned in a thread that is in the 
NCRS Tech Discussion Forum.  The issue for me was 
how to neatly (and professionally) fill the recessed 
letters on the pull handle with white paint.  Most 
recommendations called for applying white water-
based paint.  Water-base was stressed because it does 
not contain solvents or chemicals that will remove or 
damage the fresh black paint on the handle.  Instead 
of attempting the water-based paint option, which 
sounded messy, I tried the product that one member 
recommended.  It is called a “Lacquer Stik”, although 
I don’t think it really contains any lacquer paint.  I 
purchase a white lacquer stick marketed by a company 
called Marlak, about $6 from Amazon.  This little fill-
in marker is remarkable.  It is extremely easy to use, 
there is zero mess and the results are excellent. 

To use it you take a razor and scrape one end of the 
stick just enough to remove a bit of white substance 
on the surface that has hardened over time.  This 
will expose softer material that you just rub into the 
recessed lettering.  It is soft but it does not run, drip 
or transfer to your hands.  It has the consistency of 
lip balm or lip stick.  When you think you have the 
recessed letters completely filled take a soft cloth, I 
used a cotton T-shirt, 
and gently wipe the 
excess away.  The 
compound does not 
contain any solvents, 
so the excess easily 
comes off the freshly 
painted black surface 
on the pull handle 
without damage.  If you 

mess up, reapply and wipe again.  It dries sufficiently 
to handle in a few hours.  You can see my “restored” 
hood release handle in the picture. 
Marlak Lacquer Stiks are available in a variety of 
colors, black, red, green… etc., if you need those colors 
for other projects.  There is a pretty good short “how 
to use the stick” video on YouTube at this link https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=r3dSOiCkoBw.  

I want to share another tip with you that I have found 
to be of value.  Any classic Corvette restorer knows 
that there are dozens of small metal objects that call 
for “semi-gloss” black paint.  Unless you have the 
equivalent of a professional paint spray booth in your 
home shop the most convenient way to paint these 
items is with a rattle can of the black paint of your 
choice (I like SEM 39143 Trim Black).  Naturally, you 
want professionally looking results so you follow the 
instructions on the rattle can (sort of).  This means 
no painting if the ambient temperature is below 50 
degrees and then there is the obligatory wait time 
between coats on good days.
I have discovered a way to work around the instructions 
and get excellent results every time.  After a metal item 
I am going to paint is all prepared and I have sufficiently 
“rattled” the rattle can, I heat the item with a heat 
gun.  Typically, I heat it to 120 to 130 degrees.  I do my 
painting outside.  With the item still very warm I begin 
to apply multiple light coats of paint.  The metal is hot 
enough so that any applied paint dries on contact.  The 
near instant drying prevents the formation of runs and 
allows me to apply one or two additional light coats 
without waiting.  By the third coat the item has cooled 
sufficiently so that the paint is dry to the touch but 
needs further curing because it is a bit soft.  Heating 
the items I am going to paint drastically expedites the 
process because it eliminates the otherwise essential 
drying time between coats and reduces the potential 
for runs if I happen to overdo it.  But, if I do mess 
up, I immediately lightly sand the bad spot, heat and 
respray all in a matter of minutes.  I use a 1500-watt, 
variable temperature Porter Cable heat gun.  It works 
great but I suppose a 
good hair dryer would do 
just as well. 
I hope some will find 
these two tips helpful.  
If you have questions 
contact me at edszeliga@
comcast.net.      
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The 43rd NCRS Florida Winter Regional took 
place on February 24th - 26th at Sun ‘n Fun 
Expo Campus Lakeland, Florida and our Mid 
Atlantic Chapter reps were there.

 The event was held in conjunction with 
Carlisle Events Winter Florida Auto Auction 
with Theme parks including Disney, Sea World 
and Legoland. Looks like our guys had fun! See 
if you can spot anyone you know…..

Region VI regional director Ralph Ridge 
(wearing red hat and red shirt) leading the New 
Judges training program to teach the basics of 
NCRS judging to newer members

Flight Judging get’s underway…

Rich Brant, Ron Wilson, Bill Herbaugh, and Mike 
McCagh, enjoying  Sun ‘n Fun in Lakeland.

FLORIDA REGIONAL AND MID ATLANTIC GROUP
Gil Dickens
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Travels of an NCRS Member
Gil Dickens

Since activities over the late fall/early spring are 
scarce, I took this opportunity to insert a column, 
perhaps an interest area for NCRS member travels, 
somewhat tied to cars. This past fall my wife Susan 
and I visited her father Howard Guthrie (a retired 
Air Force Veteran) at his home in Rancho Cordova 
in California, bordering Sacramento, former home 
to Mather Air Force Base where I attended flight 
training in ‘78 and met Susan. Glad to say Howard 
is doing great and Sacramento still has remnants of 
Mather Air Force Base, with a commissary, Air Force 
operations center and some Air Force “birds” on the 
flightline including B-52s, etc. One of our trip’s high-
lights was a side visit w “Howdy” to Bodega Bay, in 
Marin County, just an hour or so from Sacramento. 
Howdy and family had made many camping trips 
to Bodega over the years. The drive down Hwy 101 
is beautiful with scenic vineyards and farms. Hitch-
cock’s memorable movie “The Birds” was filmed 
there too. As we reached the summit of the village 
peaks overlooking the Bay and Pacific Ocean, we 
saw a 90 year old-plus couple seated next to a 1935 
Woodie. In the Woodie cab were wood carved fig-
ures of cars, wildlife and other items being sold to 
support local bay environment causes. The owner 
was a retired carpenter and former shop teacher at 
a local high school. The view of the Bay is breath-
taking, and the Woodie was nice too because I must 
have engaged them for over 30-40 minutes asking 
about the car, one of 3 he had completely restored. 
On the way back near sunset we visited Mather Air 
Force Base, the flightline, and chapel where Susan 
and I were married. This brought back many memo-
ries a life long ago in carefree, sunny Sacramento. It 
had been a great place to fuel my car passion. While 
there in ‘78 I bought a ’67 Mustang Convertible, an 
MG midget and would finally end up with a brand 
new inaugural year 1979 Mazda RX-7 which we took 
on many trips to San Francisco, Half Moon Bay, Mill 
Valley and many of the environs around. Just after 
the wedding I got orders to Germany and the RX-7 
was sold. Susan always said I kept it long enough 
to attract her and then moved it after we married. 
Virginia and my reignited passion for Corvettes was 

still a way off in the future, but the memories of sun-
ny Sacramento were nice to revisit. I hope this might 
start other travelogues and look forward to your in-
puts.

Gil and Susan Dickens at Bodega Bay CA

1935 Woodie at Bodega Bay CA

Bodega Bay and the Pacific Ocean, California Coast in 
Marin County
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From the Judging 
Chairman’s Chair

By Scott Juergens 

 It’s time to start preparing for our next 
event. Join us on 4/2/22 at Zip Products for our 
first Judging meet this year. We will abide by 
the Virginia COVID regulations in place at the 
time of the meet. For those who would prefer 
to take more stringent precautions, feel free 
to do what makes you most comfortable. If 
car owners want Judges to wear masks while 
judging, we will accommodate that request. 
 Flight and Concourse cars are welcome 
to register for this event. Water will be available 
and lunch will be provided by our host. Please 
bring your own chairs and masks (in case 
they are needed). We will also have a judging 
school prior to judging (subject TBD).
 We hope to see a strong attendance at 
Zip in April as usual. Don’t forget to bring your 
parts list and wallet too. There will be plenty 
of opportunity to do some parts shopping and 
see Zip’s new warehouse. Zip has become a 
significant source for our hobby!  
 
    
Zip Products Inc.
8067 Fast Lane
Mechanicsville, VA 23111

Mather AFB Flight Line

Chapel at Mather AFB, Sacramento CA

Howard Guthrie Retired Air Force Veteran and 
daughter Susan
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2022 MAC Board of Directors
Elected Officers
Chairman   Jim Moxley
Vice Chairman  Gil Dickens
Treasurer   Mike Wadley
Secretary   Tom Doi
Judging Chair   Scott Juergens

Regional Directors
Northeastern   Gil Dickens
Southeastern   Vacant 
Southwestern   Bob Baird
Northwestern   Ron Wilson

Appointed Board Members
Membership Manager  Jim Erickson-
    Nepomuceno
Signal Seeker Editor 
Charitable Activities  Sue Strawmyre
Historian 
Nat’l Corvette Museum Chuck Berge
NCRS Chapter Awards Prog Don Hooper
Property Manager  Bob Baird
Technical Advisor  Mike McCagh
Website Manager  Wayne Welch

 

New Members
 Hamada Makarita, 

Vienna, Virginia

Jay Heckman, 
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania

 Stephen Veneziale, 
Lansdale, Pennsylvania

 Steve Price, Fairfax 
Station, Virginia

Robert Peckham, 
New Bern, North Carolina
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PA RT S      •      A C C E S S O R I E S      •      R E S TO R AT I O N      •      U P G R A D E S SINCE 1977
w

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE
1-800-962-9632

Int: 1-804-746-2290
www.zip-corvette.comFREE CATALOGS FOR EVERY GENERATION

A BUSINESS MADE
FOR THE AMERICAN MADE.

Corvettes are all we do.
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Send in Your Articles 
You	 don’t	 have	 to	 create	 a	 novel.	 An	 article	 for	 Signal	
Seeker	is	all	it	takes.	
Few	 subjects	 are	 taboo.	 A	 short	 paragraph	 for	 “Tech	
Tips”	or	a	“Did	you	know?”	blurb	works	great.	
Have	 you	 found	 a	 great	 road	 to	 drive	 or	 have	 you	
discovered	 what	 not	 to	 do	 when	 working	 on	 your	
restoration?	 Feel	 free	 to	 send	 a	 small	 article	 about	 a	
small	project	or	a	 large	article	about	a	 large	project	or	
even	a	large	article	about	a	small	project!		
Pictures	are	always	welcome	with	stories.	If	you	haven’t	
got	 the	 time	 or	 desire	 to	 write	 an	 article,	 send	 an	
outline.	 I’ll	write	 the	 story	and	send	 it	 to	you	 for	your	
review	&	blessing	and	you	get	the	byline	and	the	credit	
Remember,	another	MAC	member	is	facing	an	issue	like	
you	 did	 and	 your	 help	 will	 be	 appreciated	more	 than	
you	can	imagine.	
Your	Signal	Seeker	Editor	

ISSUE ARTICLES DUE PUBLISH DATE

Spring 2022 February 28th March 15th

Summer 2022 May 31st June 15th

Fall 2022 August 31st September 15th

Winter 2022 November 30th December 15th
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter, National Corvette Restorers Society 

Membership Application and Renewal for the 20____ Year 

Name:  ______________________________________ Spouse:  _________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ____________________________________State:  __________ Zip +4:  _____________

Home Phone:  ________-________-__________     Alt/Cell:  ________-________-__________

NCRS # (Required):  ____________ Email Address: ___________________@_____________ 

Corvette Year(s) Currently Owned:  ________________________________________________ 

*If RENEWING or JOINING-full year (before 7/1), then Membership Dues are $25.00
NOTE: A member of MAC must first join and have an NCRS number. 
Make your application/renewal online using the links below or 
complete and submit the above form and mail with your check. 

*If JOINING-half year (after 6/30), then Membership Dues are $15.00
(Do NOT use the Chapter online service if you are joining for a half-year at $15)

Make check payable to: 

Mail form and check to: 

Mid-Atlantic Chapter, NCRS 

Mid-Atlantic Chapter, NCRS 
c/o Jim Erickson-Nepomuceno, Membership Manager
1430 Valley Mill Ct
Herndon, VA  20170

Join NCRS online at https://www.ncrs.org > Join > Membership > New NCRS Membership 

Join the Mid-Atlantic Chapter online (after obtaining an NCRS Member Number) at
https://www.ncrs.org > Services > Join an NCRS Chapter > Mid-Atlantic Chapter

Membership questions to: ncrsmac@gmail.com
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